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This  Annual  Report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  Circular  1048  (England)  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  5th  December,  1929,  which  requires  that  it  be  an 
Ordinary  Report,  that  is,  a Report  of  a more  simple  character 
than  the  full  Survey  Report  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
is  asked  to  prepare  every  five  years. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1929. 


Area  of  Urban  District  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  696 

Civil  Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  ...  8830 

Population  at  Census  of  1921  (Males  4180,  Females 

4843)  9023 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  . ..  ...  ...  2396 

Total  Private  Families  at  Census,  1921  ...  ...  ...  2343 

Census  Population  living  more  than  2 persons  per  room  17-8% 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1929)  ...  ...  ...  2512 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  ...  ...  3-5 

Density  of  Poplation  per  acre  ...  ...  ...  ...  12-6 

Number  of  Births  (Males  79,  Females  75)  Total  154 

Illegitimate  Births  (Males  7,  Females  4)  Total  11 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  ...  17-4 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  ...  71*4 

Number  of  Deaths,  including  residents  who  died  away 

from  Heckmondwike  (Males  78,  Females  71)  Total  149 

Net  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  ...  16-8 

Number  of  Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  ...  116 

Illegitimate  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  ...  6-4 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  forms)  per  1,000  ...  ...  0-5 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  ...  0-4 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  ...  1-0 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death  Rate  per  1,000  (Excluding 

Phthisis)-  ...  2-1 

Cancer  Death  Rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  ...  1*5 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  (excludin 

culosis ) 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 
Cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  notified 
Number  of  Inquests  ... 

Rateable  Value 

Rate  of  Id.  in  £ produces  approx. 

Rainfall  in  inches 

* * * •••  ••• 

Number  of  Wet  Days  

Parliamentary  Voters 
Local  Government  Voters  ... 

Poor  Law  Relief  Distributed  


Tuber- 


£986 


56 

13 

1 

12 

£43197 
£160 
22-5 
150 
6500 
4576 
11s.  3d. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTH  and  DEATH  * RATES  SINCE  1900 
IN  HECKMONDWIKE  with  comparative  1929 

figures  for  the  rest  of  the  Country  (Registrar 

* 

General). 


Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of 

Births 

Registered. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Nett. 

Under  1 Year  of 
Age 

At  all  Ages. 

Year. 

each  Year. 

(Registrar 

General's 

Figures). 

Number 

Rate 
per  1000 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births 

Number. 

Rate 
per  1000 

Yearly 

Averages 

1900-09 

9,613 

190 

19-8 

29 

152 

160 

16  6 

1910-19 

9,064 

169 

185 

19 

109 

148 

16-8 

1920-28 

8,984 

163 

18T 

13 

76 

136 

15T 

Year 

1928 

8,772 

138 

15  7 

3 

21 

118 

13  4 

1929 

8,830 

154 

17  4 

18 

116 

149 

16  8 

1929  — England  and  Wales 

... 

163 

74 

13  4 

107  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns  including  London 

16-7 

79 

138 

157  Smaller  Towns  .. 

... 

16-0 

69 

12-3 

London 

... 

... 

15-9 

70 

13  9 

Total  154. 


17  4. 


Births,  Leg.  143  ) 

Illeg.  11  f 
M.  F.  Birth 

79  75  Rate 

Deaths  149.  Death  Rate  16'8. 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year — 
Leg.  18  ; Illeg.  1 ; Total  19. 
Still-Births,  7. 


Number  of  women  \ 
dying  in,  or  in  con-  ( from  Sepsis,  1. 
sequence  of  child  ( from  other  causes,  1. 
birth  ...  ...  / 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages),  1. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),  4. 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years),  1. 


Causes  of  Death  in  Heckmondwike  during  ten  years  1919  to  1928 

and  the  years  1928  and  1929. 
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Apart  from  the  infant  mortality  rate  which  is  mentioned  later, 
there  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year  which 
received  or  required  more  comment  than  is  made  in  this  Report. 
The  town  is  entirely  an  industrial  area,  the  occupations  of  the 
inhabitants  being  described  in  former  reports. 

A certain  amount  of  material  appears  annually  in  these  reports 
which  is  similar  to  previous  years.  Whilst  locally  this  may  appear 
superfluous  it  has  to  be  furnished  on  each  occasion  for  the  use  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  may  be  of  service  to  other  bodies  or 
individuals  elsewhere. 

Population.  The  Registrar- General’s  estimate  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Heckmondwike  at  the  middle  of  1929  is  8,830.  There  has 
been  doubt  about  the  accuracy  of  this  figure  since  the  last  census 
was  taken  in  1921.  In  various  reports  since  then  reasons  have 
been  given  for  this  opinion.  In  1928  there  was  a natural  increase 
in  the  population  of  20,  yet  the  Registrar- General’s  figure  esti- 
mated a decrease  of  122.  This  year  (1929)  the  natural  increase 
was  5,  but  the  official  figure,  8,830,  is  an  increase  of  58  over  the 
1928  figure.  However,  the  official  figures  must  be  accepted,  and 
are  the  basis  for  statistics  in  this  report. 

Births  registered  during  1929  numbered  154,  being  79  males 
and  75  females,  giving  a birth-rate  of  17-4  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

This  is  an  improvement  upon  the  previous  year,  but  lower 
than  the  average  for  recent  years,  although  higher  than  the 
remainder  of  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  numbered  149,  being  78  males  and  71  females,  of 
which  no  less  than  46  occurred  outside  Heckmondwike,  but,  as 
the  persons  had  at  some  time  gone  from  Heckmondwike  to  where 
they  died,  and  had  no  permanent  residence  there,  the  town  must 
accept  these  deaths  for  statistical  purposes. 

These  places  included  the  local  Poor  Law  Institution  (15) , 
Batley  Hospital  (7),  Dewsbury  Infirmary  (4),  other  hospitals 
in  Bradford,  Leeds,  Barnsley,  Mirfield,  Huddersfield,  West  Rid- 
ing Asylum,  Middleton  Sanatorium,  and  the  towns  of  Scar- 
borough, Birstall  and  Cornwall  County. 

The  general  death-rate  is,  therefore,  16-8  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  Reference  to  the  table  will  show  the  comparison 
over  a number  of  years  with  the  figures  for  other  parts  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough, 
Influenza,  Diabetes,  Heart  Disease,  Pneumonia  and  Congenital 
Debility  with  Malformations,  are  the  causes  of  the  increase. 
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It  must  be  remembered  that  in  areas  with  comparatively 
small  populations  a few  deaths  cause  considerable  increases  in 
the  figures  for  death-rates,  hence  a certain  allowance  for  this 
must  be  made  to  prevent  false  impressions. 


The  Infantile  Death  Rate  is  116  per  1,000  births  registered. 
It  is  a considerable  increase  upon  recent  years.  The  number  of 
individual  deaths  was  18,  of  which  five  occurred  amongst  Heck- 
mondwike  infants  who  were  away  from  the  town  at  the  date  of 
death.  Six  were  due  to  Congenital  Malformations,  three  to 
Premature  Birth,  one  to  Congenital  Syphilis,  five  to  Bronchitis 
or  Pneumonia,  one  to  Convulsions  when  two  days  old,  one  Men- 
ingitis, and  one  to  Digestive  Derangements  and  Convulsions,  the 
child  being  fed  on  goat’s  milk  from  birth  to  its  death,  aged  2 
months.  All  this  is  an  example  of  the  great  amount  of  work  to 
be  done  at  ante-natal  clinics  and  infant  welfare  centres,  notwith- 
standing the  great  progress  already  made. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY  OR  BY  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

A.  (1)  Fever.  Provided  by  a Joint  Hospital  Board,  in 
wrhich  Heckmondwike  is  a partner.  The  Hospital  is  situated  at 
Chickenley  and  contains  72  beds  and  80  cots. 

(2)  Smallpox.  Accommodation  is  also  provided  by  the  Joint 
Board.  The  number  of  beds  is  stated  to  be  18. 

B.  (1)  Tuberculosis.  The  County  Council  is  the  Authority 
for  treatment  of  this  disease  and  provides  various  sanatoria. 

(2)  Maternity.  None  apart  from  the  Poor  Law.  Compli- 
cated cases  are  sent  to  the  several  local  hospitals.  There  is  a 
Maternity  Home  in  Heckmondwike,  supported  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions, fees  from  patients  and  Government  Grant,  adminis- 
tered by  the  Heckmondwike  Nursing  Association.  The  Heck- 
mondwike Urban  District  Council  is  not  in  any  way  connected 
with  this  establishment,  neither  are  any  of  the  Council’s  Officers. 
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During  1929  the  Registrar  of  Births  reported  the  registra- 
tion of  the  births  of  83  infants  born  in  the  Home.  Of  these 
children  the  parents  of  37  resided  in  Heckmondwike,  and  46 
did  not  reside  in  Heckmondwike.  The  figures  since  1922  are:  — 


Heckmondwike 

Heckmon  dwik  e 

Year. 

residents. 

Others. 

Year. 

residents. 

Others 

1922 

23 

50 

1926 

19 

51 

1923 

15 

56 

1927 

23 

67 

1924 

18 

54 

1928 

21 

61 

1925 

35 

41 

1929 

37 

46 

(3)  Children.  The  hospitals  in  adjoining  towns,  viz.,  Leeds, 
Bradford,  Dewsbury,  Batley.  There  is  a partial  subsidy  at  some 
of  these  for  treatment  of  defects  in  school  children  who  may 
reside  in  Heckmondwike.  The  West  Biding  County  Council  pro- 
vides the  money. 

(4)  Orthopaedic.  The  preceding  remarks  apply. 

(5)  Other.  None  supported  from  the  rates.  Heckmond- 
wike patients  are  admitted  to  the  hospitals  of  Leeds,  Bradford, 
Dewsbury  and  Batlev.  Apart  from  the  Poor  Law  there  is  no 

V/  t/  i 

institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants 
and  homeless  children  in  the  area. 
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Ambulance  Facilities.  (a)  For  infectious  cases  from  the 
Joint  Hospital  Board.  (b)  For  non-infectious  cases  and  acci- 
dent cases  provided  by  a voluntary  committee. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Day  and 

Arrangements 

Address. 

Sessions. 

Time  of 

for  Medical 

Meeting. 

Supervision. 

For 

1 

George  Street 

Maternity 

M.O.H.  attends 

Sunday  School, 

and  Child 

Thursdays 

Weekly  for 

Heckmondwike 

Heckmondwike. 

Welfare 

2 to  4. 

Consultation. 

U.D.  Council  is< 

Weekly. 

the  Authority 

for  Maternity 

Public  Health 

Ante  and 

Wednesday 

Woman  Asst. 

and  Child  ' 

Department, 

Post,  Natal 

Fortnightly 

M.O.H.  for 

Welfare. 

Green  side, 

Fortnightly 

2 to  4. 

Consultations. 

Heckmondwike 

Day  Nurseries 

None 

Public  Health 

f 

Department, 

Daily  School 

Daily 

County  Council 

Greenside, 

Clinic 

9 a.m. 

through  its 

Heckmondwike 

S.  M.O  and 

County  Council 

the  M.O.H. 

the  Authority.  ■/ 

Heckmond- 

Tuberculosis 

\ 

wike. 

Dispensary  , 

Venereal 

- Outside  the  District 

Diseases 

Centres. 

; 

Orthopaedic  and  Artificial  Light  Treatment  is  obtained  for 
Heckmondwike  scholars  at  the  hospitals  previously  mentioned. 
During  1929  the  attendances  of  Heckmondwike  residents  at 
Venereal  Disease  Clinics  were  Dewsbury  Infirmary,  11  males 
and  3 females;  Bradford  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  3 males  and  2 
females,  and  Leeds  Infirmary,  1 male  and  0 females. 

Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 


Number  of 

Average 

Year. 

Mothers  on 

Mothers  with 

Attendance  per 

Register. 

Infants. 

Mother. 

1920 

99 

1859 

18 

1921 

285 

2305 

8 

1922 

203 

1099 

0 

1923 

135 

1044 

S 

1924 

216 

1385 

6 

1925 

126 

1318 

10 

1926 

136 

1837 

13 

1927 

114 

1900 

16 

1928 

116 

2090 

18 

1929 

135 

1818 

36 

9 


Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918. 

Under  this  Order  the  Council  has  distributed  dried  milk,  as 
follows.  The  years  mentioned  end  March  31st:  — 


£ s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1919 

4 15  7 

1925 

...  21 

0 

0 

1920 

9 11  10 

1926 

...  16 

5 

8 

1921 

7 3 6 

1927 

...  24 

4 

9 

1922 

76  16  10 

1928 

...  7 

7 

10 

1923 

24  6 6 

1929 

...  21 

3 

6 

1924 

9 10  0 

1930 

...  46 

6 

2 

Total  cost 

for  twelve 

years 

£268 

12 

2 

Average  cost  per  annum 

£22 

7 

8 

The  attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  are  individually 
greater  than  shown  above,  but  no  record  is  kept  of  mothers:  who 
attend  without  bringing  their  infants. 

It  would  be  an  advantage  if  the  Welfare  Centre  could  be 
at  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Department.  Eeference  has  been 
previously  made  to  this  subject. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

1925.  1926.  1927.  1928.  1929. 


Individual  patients  attending 


Clinic 

42 

73 

49 

69 

73 

Patients  found  normal  ... 

7 

19 

6 

39 

14 

Patients  found  suffering  from 

one  or  more  defects  ... 

35 

54 

43 

30 

59 

Total  number  of  attendances  at 

Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Defects  Classified. 

141 

112 

151 

174 

Kespiratory  system,  excluding 

Tuberculosis 

4 

16 

7 

3 

Nil 

Circulatory  system,  excluding 

Varicose  Veins 

9 

9 

8 

5 

12 

Digestive  system,  excluding 

Defective  Teeth  and  Constipa- 

tion 

4 

15 

25 

Nil 

6 

Urinary  system  ... 

7 

19 

9 

15 

17 

Small  or  deformed  Pelvis 

2 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Gynaecological  defects,  including 

Venereal  Disease 

6 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Varicose  Veins  ... 

8 

17 

11 

10 

6 

Constipation 

14 

21 

19 

23 

22 

Defective  Teeth  ... 

Anaemia  and  Debility  ... 

15 

27 

19 

25 

16 

14 

Miscellaneous 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

10 


BEPOBT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICEB  OF 

HEALTH. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, — In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  during 
the  past  year,  two  points  arise  for  emphasis.  The  first  of  these 
is  that  whereas  gross  deformity  and  organic  disease  are  compara- 
tively rare  among  the  women  of  Heckmondwike,  the  incidence 
of  debility  and  minor  ailments  is  very  apparent.  Of  73  women 
examined,  only  14  could  be  called  healthy.  Many  of  the  rest 
have  been  overworked  and  undernourished  for  years,  and  are 
totally  unfitted  physically  for  further  childbearing.  It  is  impos- 
sible for  these  women  to  find  time  for  special  toilet,  to  rest  for 
their  varicose  veins  and  their  backaches,  and  to  prepare  for  them- 
selves sensible  and  nourishing  food.  Yet  this  is.  what  we  must 
urge  them  to  do,  and  trust  that  each  will  make  some  effort  and 
find  some  relief.  The  most  careful  ante-natal  supervision  is  in 
this  way  being  seriously  handicapped  by  present  social  conditions. 


In  the  second  place,  I must  deplore  the  fact  that  no  free 
dental  treatment  is  available.  Some  of  the  mouths  seen  are  in 
a very  septic  state,  and  are  a source  of  danger  during  both  preg- 
nancy and  confinement.  It  is  difficult  enough  at  any  time  to 
persuade  a patient  to  visit  a dentist,  but  when  she  can  refuse 
on  financial  grounds,  the  task  becomes  impossible. 


The  numbers  attending  the  Clinic  have  been  well  main- 
tained, and  this  is  largely  due  to  the  vigilance  and  tact  of  Sister 
bnuiter,  one  nurse  in  cnarge.  There  is  still  very  little  response 
from  the  doctors  and  midwives  of  the  district,  but  they  are 
always  communicated  with  when  the  occasion  arises  and  any 
co-operation  is  welcomed. 

H.  A.  CHANNON, 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Maternity  and  Child 

Welfare. 
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Work  of  Health  Visitor  during  1929: — 

Ante-Natal — First  Visits 
Be-Visits 


Infants  under  12  months — 

First  Visits 
Re-Visits 


Visits  to  Children — 

Between  12  months  and  3 years  ... 
Between  3 and  5 years 

Visits  to  cases  of— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pneumonia  (notified) 

Tuberculosis 
Still  Births 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Chicken-Pox  ... 

Flumps 

Miscellaneous 


25 

50 

— 75 


140 

1492 

1632 


1223 

1139 

2362 


2 

8 

14 

9 

261 

129 

34 

Nil 

12 


469 


Total  Visits  as  Health  Visitor  ...  2831 


To  the  above  must  be  added  Sister  Shorter’s  work  as  School 
Nurse  during  1929  : — • 

Visits  to  homes  of  scholars  ...  ...  ...  478 

Visits  to  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

533 


During  these  visits  the  nurse  examined  two  thousand  four 
hundred  and  forty  children,  giving  advice  to  parents  and 
teachers  when  necessary.  Year  by  year  the  invaluable  services 
rendered  to  the  community  by  Miss  Shorter  are  shewn,  and  as 
time  goes  on  the  results  of  her  work  in  previous  years  are  made 
manifest  when  children  and  mothers  are  seen  who  have  been 
under  her  care  for  a long  period.  Such  services  cannot  be  esti- 
mated in  money,  but  the  Medical  Officer  is  glad  of  this  oppor- 
tunity of  testifying  to  the  work  of  a colleague. 
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School  Clinic, 

Individual  Scholars  attended  ...  ...  1335 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  2953 

The  School  Nurse  reports  on  her  work  to  the  West  Biding 
County  Council,  which  is  the  Authority  for  School  Medical  Inspec- 
tion in  Heckmondwike.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  avail- 
able for  consultation  once  weekly  at  the  School  Clinic.  During 
the  year  he  examined  969  scholars  and  advised.  Of  these  64 
were  recommended  for  treatment  at  various  hospitals.  Twenty 
one  cases  were  referred  to  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  whose  local  Inspector 
(Mr.  Lawlor)  is  a very  zealous  and  capable  officer.  His  assist- 
ance is  of  considerable  service  in  obtaining  amelioration  of  unde- 
sirable conditions. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907. 

During  the  year  doctors  notified  57,  midwives  133,  and  other 
persons,  no  births.  Of  this  total,  83  were  notified  from  the 
Maternity  Home,  the  residences  of  46  being  outside  Heckmond- 
wike. 

In  the  early  spring  the  Council  took  over  the  whole  of  the 
non-professional  work  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  a clerk  being  in 
attendance  on  each  occasion  for  dealing  with  sales,  distribution 
of  free  milk,  etc.  The  Nursing  Association  for  many  years  had 
performed  these  duties,  but  at  their  own  request  the  new 
arrangement  commenced.  Tea  is  also  provided  now  by  the 
Council  for  the  mothers  free  of  charge.  The  lady  members  of 
the  Nursing  Association  still  attend  the  Welfare  Centre  in  their 
voluntary  capacity,  but  the  Association  has  now  relinquished  all 
responsibility  for  voluntary  services  in  favour  of  the  Council. 
Thanks  for  very  useful  work  done  over  a long  period  are  due 
to  the  voluntary  workers. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHORITY. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

*G.  H.  Pearce,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Barrister-at-Law. 
WOMAN  ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  (part  time). 

*H.  M.  Channon,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 
HEALTH  VISITOR  AND  SCHOOL  NURSE. 

*Ethel  M.  Shorter,  3 years’  General  Training  Certifi- 
cate ; Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

A.  K.  Greenwood. 

*50%  salary  contribution  is  received  from  Exchequer  Grants 
in  respect  of  officers  marked  *. 
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The  Medical  Officer  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer  for  the  adjoining  Borough  of  Batley.  The 
Health  Visitor 'is  directly  employed  by  the  Council  as  such,  but 
the  West  Biding  County  Council  pays  the  Heckmondwike  Coun- 
cil an  annual  sum  for  her  part  time  services  as  School  Nurse 
under  the  County  Council.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  Meat, 
Market,  and  Housing  Inspector. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home,  (a)  General.  This  is 
provided  by  the  Heckmondwike  Nursing  Association,  a voluntary 
body,  which  employs  one  district  nurse.  There  is  also  an 
independent  nurse,  who  has  practised  on  her  own  account  for 
some  years. 


(b)  Bor  Infectious  Disease,  e.g.,  Measles,  etc.  There  is 
none,  as  previously  explained.  Should  the  necessity  arise  it  is 
probable  a special  nurse  would  be  temporarily  engaged  by  the 
Council  for  the  purpose.  The  rules  of  the  local  nursing  associa- 
tion do  not  provide  for  nursing  infectious  cases. 


Midwives.  The  Local  Authority  does  not  employ  or  subsi- 
dise any  midwife.  One  practises  on  her  own  account  and  one 
other  is  employed  by  and  resident  in  the  Maternity  Home.  She 
does  district  midwifery. 


Registration  of  Maternity  Homes.  The  Council  is  not  a 
Local  Supervising  Authority  under  the  Midwives  Act,  but  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Council  is  the  Authority  under 
the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  and  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Act,  1918,  and  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
is  not  engaged  in  general  practice,  application  was  made  for 
the  conferment  of  these  powers  upon  the  Council.  No  decision 
was  arrived  at  during  the  year  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  respect- 
ing supervision  of  midwives,  but  the  County  Council  declined 
recently  to  delegate  to  the  Heckmondwike  Council  its  powers 
in  Heckmondwike  under  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act. 
The  Council  appealed  against  this  decision  to  the  Ministry  as 
provided  for  in  the  Act.  It  would  appear  appropriate  that  the 
local  Council  should  possess  these  powers,  having  regard  to  the 
special  circumstances. 
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Adoptive  Acts  and  By-laws. — The  following  are  in  force  in 
Heekmondwike  : — 


Parts  or  Sections 

in  force. 

Date  of  adoption. 

Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890 

Whole  Act 

1902 

Infectious  Disease  Pre- 
vention Act,  1890 

Whole  Act 

1908 

Notification  of  Births 

Act,  1907 

Whole  Act 

1909 

Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907 

Sec.  51 

1922 

Heckmondwike  Improvement  Act,  1905. 

By-law 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  ... 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
New  Streets  and  Buildings 
Slaughter-houses  ... 

*Begulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Order 
Hackney  Carriages 
Baths  and  Wash-houses  ... 

Markets  and  Bairs 
Pleasure  Grounds  ... 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 
Heekmondwike  Urban  (Offensive  Trade'' 
Confirmation  Order 


Date. 

1889 

1889 

1889 

1889 

1889 

1912 

1889 

1902 

1869 

1923 

1926 

1929 


* Superseded  by  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 


The  opinion  lias  previously  been  expressed  that  considera- 
tion be  given  to  those  portions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 
which  are  adoptive,  and  the  recommendation  is  again  made. 
The  adoption  of  by-laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  trade  of  a fish 
fryer,  and  for  tents,  vans  and  sheds  is  much  needed.  This 
statement  has  many  times  been  made  in  past  reports. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Y^ater  Supply.  Heckmondwike  is  a partner  with  Dewsbury 
in  the  water  undertaking  controlled  by  a Joint  Board,  which  con- 
sists of  members  of  both  Councils.  The  supply  is  of  excellent 
quality.  The  necessity  of  an  additional  reservoir  for  Dewsbury 
purposes  has  again  been  mentioned  by  the  representatives  of 
that  town  upon  the  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Water  Board, 
but,  so  far  as  Heckmondwike  is  concerned,  the  supply  is  ample 
and  it  is  maintained  by  the  representatives  of  the  town  that 
no  extension  is  necessary.  The  Council's  Surveyor,  Mr.  Little- 
wood,  states,  “ Three  hundred  and  ten  yards  of  4in.  water 
main  has  been  constructed  to  replace  a Bin.  main  which  was  in- 
sufficient for  the  requirements  of  the  Kilpinhill  district.  At  the 
close  of  the  year  several  extensions  were  contemplated  for 
1930.” 

Rivers  and  Streams.  The  Spen  Beck  runs  through  Heck- 
mondwike, and  is  polluted  by  dye  waters  and  some  trade  effluent. 
The  authority  for  supervision  is  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board. 

Drainage  and  Sev/erage.  The  Surveyor,  Mr.  Littlewood, 
informs  me,  “ The  question  of  extensions  to  the  sewage  works 
referred  to  last  year  were,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  the  subject 
of  negotiation  between  the  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Health.” 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  1929. 


No.  of  Privies  with  open  Middens  ... 
No.  of  Pails  or  Tub  Closets  ... 

No.  of  Privies  with  covered  middens 

No.  of  Water  Closets 
No.  of  Waste  Water  Closets 


No.  of  Privies  and  Pail  Closets  reconstructed 
during  1929: — 

faj  As  W.C.’s  

(b)  Others 

No.  of  Privies  abolished 

No.  of  Water  Closets  constructed  for  New 
Houses,  during  1929 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  for  old  pro- 
perty during  1929 

No.  of  Trough  Water  Closets  converted  to 
modern  type 

No.  of  Water  Closets  provided  for  New  Offices 


during  1929 


7 

2 

39 


2406 

152 


2558 


3 

None 

2 

8 

7 

None 


« t « 
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Defective  Metal  Bins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  21 

Additional  Metal  Bins  provided  for  old  property  4 

Additional  Metal  Bins  provided  for  new  property  8 

Four  brick  receptacles  have  been  replaced  by  17  metal 
bins  and  4 middens  have  been  replaced  by  14  metal  bins. 

Scavenging.  The  following  information  is  provided  by  the 
Surveyor : — 

“ The  position  described  on  pages  14  and  15  of  the  Annual 
Report  for  1928  is  the  same  to-day,  but  the  Council  has  under 
consideration  the  whole  question  of  refuse  disposal  in  the  town.” 

On  page  14  of  the  Annual  Beport  for  1928  is  given  a table 
respecting  methods  and  costs  of  scavenging  since  1916.  The 
following  are  the  figures  for  1929: — 


Loads  to  Destructor  ... 

• • • 

...  3684 

Loads  to  Tips 

• • • 

86 

Total  Annual  Cost  ... 

• • • 

...  £2643 

Total  Metal  Bins 

• • • 

...  1788 

Fixed  Brick  Receptacles 

• • • 

...  185 

Middens 

32 

Included  in  the  number  of  loads  to  the  destructor  were  618 

loads  of  trade  refuse  which  is  removed  free  of  cost  to  the 
trader  by  the  Council.  The  desirability,  or  otherwise,  of  this 
being  done  at  the  cost  of  the  ratepayers  in  general  has  been 
previously  referred  to.  In  many  towns  a charge  is  made. 

Dust  bins  are  emptied  weekly  and  ashpits  monthly. 

WORK  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  UNDER  ARTICLE  19 
(12)  OF  THE  SANITARY  OFFICERS’  ORDER,  1922. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  YEAR  1929. 

NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS. 


Re  Nuisances 

734 

,,  Offensive  Trades 

88 

,,  Bakehouses  and  Restaurants  ... 

186 

,,  Fried  Fish  Shops 

117 

,,  Ice  Cream 

17 

,,  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ... 

87 

,,  Common  Lodging  Houses 

25 

,,  Slaughter-houses 

332 

Total  . . . 1586 
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NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Choked  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  and  Choked  Drains  ...  ...  ...  38 

Defective  Privies  and  Pail  Closets  ...  ...  10 

Manure  Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Defective  Dry  Ash  Places  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  Metal  Bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Defective  W.C.  Apparatus  ...  ...  ...  10 

Insufficient  W.C.  Accommodation  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Vent  Shafts  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Deposit  of  Rubbish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Total  ...  132 

SERVICE  OF  NOTICES. 


Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  128 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  120 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  None. 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  None. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1928  23 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1929  13 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1929  ...  132 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  abated  during  1929  ...  142 

Legal  Proceedings  respecting  Nuisances  ...  ...  None. 

Smoke  Abatement.  The  nuisance  from  smoke  in  Heck- 


mondwike  is  still  very  real.  Whilst  much  is  produced  within 
the  town  a considerable  amount  is  emitted  from  chimneys  out- 
side the  boundarv,  but  close  to  it.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  the  following  by-law,  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health, 
is  now  inforce  in  Heckmondwike  and  other  West  Riding  areas: 

That  the  emission  of  black  smoke  for  a period  less  than  three 
minutes  in  the  aggregate  within  any  continuous  period  of  thirty 
minutes  shall  be  presumed  to  be  a nuisance.”  Three  notices  of 
an  informal  nature  were  served  and  the  inspector  reports  he 
made  four  observations. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BY-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

Common  Lodging  House.  There  is  one  only,  which  is  kept 
in  good  condition,  the  owner  and  his  deputy  being  at  all  times 
ready  and  willing  to  carry  out  instructions  given  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  During  the  small-pox  epidemic  this 
attitude  has  been  of  benefit  to  the  public  health  of  the  town. 


18 


Slaughter-houses. 

Total  number  of  Slaughter-houses 

Registered 

Licensed 

Total  number  of  Inspections 


5 

4 

1 

332 


The  only  slaughter  house  which  complies  with  modern  ideas 
of  such  premises  is  that  owned  by  the  Co-operative  Society.  It 
would  be  an  advantage  if  all  the  others  could  be  abolished  and 
either  a public  abattoir  erected  or  arrangements  made  by  which 
the  modern  slaughter-house  above-mentioned  could  serve  the 
requirements  of  the  town. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


Tripe  Boiling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  3 

Fat  Melting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  3 

Bone  Boiling  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  4 

Gut  Scraping  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fellmongering  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  88 


During  the  year  there  appeared  to  be  no  complaints  by 
residents  of  foul  smells  which  formerly  were  so  prevalent.  Con- 
sidering the  nature  of  the  trade  the  various  premises  were  kept 
reasonably  clean. 


COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 


No.  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Milch  Cows  (Approximate  No.)  ...  ...  ...  56 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  who  are  also  Milk  Purveyors  2 
No.  of  Milk  Purveyors  only  ...  ...  ...  25 

No.  of  Dairies  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  23 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  64 


The  remarks  made  last  year  are  not  quite  applicable  on  this 
occasion.  At  Cawley  Hill  Farm  the  windows  of  the  cowsheds 
have  all  been  made  to  open,  thereby  making  ventilation  possible. 


BAKEHOUSES  AND  RESTAURANTS. 

Number  of  Bakehouses  on  Register  ...  ...  13 
Number  of  Restaurants  on  Register  ...  ...  3 

Total  number  of  Inspections  ...  186 
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Formerly,  it  could  not  be  said  that  the  condition  of  Heck- 
mondwike  bakehouses  in  general  was  good.  Latterly,  there  has 
been  considerable  improvement,  floors  being  kept  cleaner  and  the 
habits  of  bakers  are  more  cleanly.  rrhe  majority  appear  to  realise 
they  are  dealing  with  food  stuffs.  With  several,  frequent  visits 
are  necessary,  otherwise  the  state  of  affairs  quickly  degenerates. 

FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

Total  number  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  on  Register  ...  19 

Total  number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  130 

Although  the  Ministry  of  Health  confirmed  the  Order  declar- 
ing the  trade  of  a Fish  Frier  within  the  District  an  Offensive 
Trade  on  February  1st,  1929,  the  adoption  of  By-laws  was  still 
outstanding  on  December  31st,  1929. 

ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

Number  of  Premises  Registered  for  the  Manufac- 
ture and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  Premises  Registered  for  Sale  of  Ice 

Cream  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Persons  Registered  for  the  Sale  of 

Ice  Cream  by  Barrow  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  17 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919.  Appropriate  advice 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  obligations  of 
persons  concerned  were  explained  in  last  year’s  Annual  Report. 
There  are  many  rats  in  the  town,  and,  in  the  words  of  the  Inspec- 
tor, “ We  could  do  with  a rat  week.” 

Arrangements  for  Disposal  of  the  Dead  are  at  present 
adequate,  the  Heckmondwike  Cemetery  being  the  property  of 
the  Council.  Cremation  is  making  progress  in  this  country  fairly 
rapidly.  The  method  is  of  great  antiquity,  is  entirely  hygienic, 
and  should  not  be  overlooked  when  extensions  are  necessary. 

Schools.  The  West  Riding  County  Council  is  the  Educa- 
tion Authority  in  Heckmondwike,  Particulars  respecting  the 
School  Clinic  are  given  in  a previous  part  of  this  Report. 

Health  Education.  A Health  Week  has  been  held  annually 
in  Heckmondwike  since  1924,  excepting  1925.  The  journal, 
“ Better  Health,”  is  distributed  free  of  charge  each  month,  and 
continues  to  be  eagerly  looked  forward  to  by  residents. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928.  No  samples  were  taken. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1929,  for  the  Urban  District 
of  Heckmondwike,  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces, 

including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Inspector 
of  Nuisances: — 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Occupiers 

Notices. 

prosecuted. 

Factories  (including  Factory 

Laundries) 

Workshops  (including  Work- 

43 

3 

Nil 

shop  Laundries)  

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 

159 

1 

Nil 

workers7  premises)  

73 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  

275 

4 

Nil 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  Public  Health 
Acts : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

Want  of  Ventilation  

Overcrowding  

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ... 
Other  Nuisances: — 

/Insufficient. 


Sanitary 
Accommoda- 
tion:— 


Unsuitable  or 
Defective. 

Not  separate 
Ifor  sexes. 
Offences  under  the  Factory  ana 
Workshops  Acts: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground Bakehouses  (S.  .101) 
Other  Offences: — 

[Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outworkers  and  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  cf 
Powers)  Order,  1921] 

Total  ... 


Number  of  Defects. 

No.  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

which  Pro- 
secutions 

were 

instituted. 

1 

1 

— 

— 



— 

2 

1 

* 

* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

4 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

* Notices  served  December  24th,  1929. 


21 


REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  December  31st,  1929. 
Plasterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rag  Sorting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Boot  Repairing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Hairdressers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Breadmaking  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Millinery  and  Dressmaking  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Tailoring  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Waste  Sorting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plumbing  and  Electricians  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Joiners,  Cabinet  Makers,  Wood  Carvers  and 

Upholsterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tinplate  Working  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Watch  Repairing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Painters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Rug  Making  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Saddlery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Basket  Making  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Restaurant  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

.Various  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 


114 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Total  [including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b)]  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  None 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  7 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 

under  sub-head  1 above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing- 
Act,  1925:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 

of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  None 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1925:  — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 

view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  4 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  None 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  None 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  None 
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The  houses  found  to  be  so  dangerous  and  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  in  respect  of  which  represent- 
ations were  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were  Nos. 
1,  3,  5 and  7,  Centre  Street. 

The  general  condition  of  housing  in  Heckmondwike  has  been 
commented  upon  in  previous  annual  Reports.  Remarks  there 
made  are  applicable  at  present. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Licences  to  sell  graded  milk  were  issued  during  the  year  to 
the  following: — Edward  Haley,  W.  P.  Cutts,  Arthur  Garnett,  for 
Certified  Milk;  and  Frank  Smith  for  Grade  A.”  The  public 
are  still  under  the  impression  that  “ Grade  A ” milk  is  the  highest 
grade.  This  is  not  correct,  “ Grade  A ” being  the  third  quality. 
Certified  and  “ Grade  A ” Tuberculin  Tested  are  the  first  and 
second  grades,  being  free  from  tuberculosis  and  filth;  “Grade 
A ” is  not  free  from  tuberculosis.  It  would  be  of  advantage  if 
the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  fresh  designations,  for,  as  things 
are,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  persons  should  think  “ Grade 
A ’’  means  what  the  public  think,  instead  of  being  of  much  lower 
standard. 

The  quarterly  reports  of  the  Council’s  Veterinary  Surgeon 
are  as  follows:  — 

Dr.  Pearce,  ' April,  1929. 

M.O.H.,  Heckmondwike . 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  Report  of  the 
Inspection  of  Milk  Cows  in  your  area:  — 

Lund. — Keeping  a better  class  of  cow  if  we  except  a small 
Irish  cow  low  in  flesh,  healthy,  a recent  purchase,  general  con- 
dition satisfactory.  One  cow  a slight  indurated  forequarter  of 
udder.  It  is  my  intention  to  again  (shortly)  inspect  this  cow. 

Cave. — General  condition  of  these  cows  and  the  udders  satis- 
factory. A roan  cow,  low  in  flesh,  apparently  slowly  recovering 
from  a difficult  calving. 

Hodgson’s. — General  condition  of  these  cows  satisfactory, 
and  I noted  no  abnormal  udder. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 
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Dr.  Pearce,  June  30th,  1929. 

M.O.H.,  Heckmondwike. 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a Deport  of  my 
Inspection  this  week  of  the  Milk  Cows  in  your  area:  — 

Lund. — Cows  in  satisfactory  condition,  also  udders.  Irish 
cow  named  in  last  report  much  improved.  Cow’s  (Ayrshire) 
udder  named  in  previous  report,  there  is  no  change. 

Cave. — General  condition,  also  udders,  satisfactory.  Doan 
cow,  named  in  previous  report,  gained  flesh,  but  not  to  the 
extent  one  could  desire  No  clinical  signs  of  tuberculosis.  Two 
cows  with  deaf  quarters  of  udder. 

Red  cow,  not  on  premises  when  I last  visited,  aged,  rather 
low  in  flesh,  very  pendulous  udder.  Sample  of  milk  from  this 
cow,  on  a biological  test,  proved  negative. 

Hodgson. — Look  well,  general  condition  and  udders  satisfac- 
tory. A cow  with  deaf  quarter  due  to  an  injury. 

GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S., 

Veterinary  Surgeon. 

Dr.  Pearce,  September  26th,  1929. 

M.O.H.,  Heckmondwike. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a Report  of  my 
Inspection  (this  week)  of  the  Milk  Cows  in  your  area. 

Cave. — Roan,  1 mistal,  in  previous  report,  gained  flesh,  but 
still  not  Cave’s  standard  of  milk  cow.  Served,  and  now  being 
in  calf,  should  greatly  improve.  I will  again  visit  early  this  cow 
and  report. 

Red  cow,  in  previous  report,  gained  flesh,  but  not  Cave’s 
standard.  You  are  aware  this  cow’s  milk  was  tested,  proving 
negative. 

Roan,  3 Mistal,  a deaf  hind  quarter  of  udder,  now  pointing 
(in  a favourable  position  for  drainage)  for  suppuration.  I have 
advised  as  to  strict  cleanliness  and  attention. 

Light  Roan,  1 Mistal,  a deaf  quarter,  not  T.B.  The  general 
condition  of  Cave’s  milk  cows,  and  the  udders,  satisfactory. 

Hodgson’s. — Look  well,  condition  and  udders  satisfactory. 

Lund,  6. — Four  satisfactory  class  of  cow,  healthy,  general 
condition  and  udders  satisfactory.  Two  not  as  good  class,  rather 
low  in  flesh  but  healthy. 


GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 
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December  17th,  1929. 


Dr.  Pearce, 

M.O.H.,  Heckmondwike. 

Sir, 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a Report  of  my 
Inspection  (this  month)  of  the  Milk  Cows  in  your  area. 

Cave. — General  condition  and  the  cows’  udders,  from  a 
T.B.  point  of  view,  quite  satisfactory.  The  two  cows  (red  and 
roan)  mentioned  in  the  September  Report,  much  improved  in 
condition.  The  udder  of  roan  cow  (3rd  mistal)  discharging; 
satisfactory  evidence  that  thorough  cleanliness  is  being  observed. 

Hodgson. — These  cows  look  well,  general  condition  and 
cows’  udders  quite  satisfactory. 

Lund. — General  condition  and  cows’  udders  quite  satisfac- 
tory. This  man  is  certainly  keeping  a better  class  and  a much 
younger  cow. 

G.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.Y.S. 


Veterinary  Department, 

County  Hall, 

Wakefield, 

14th  June,  1929. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Heckmondwike  Urban  District  Council, 

Heckmondwike 

Dear  Sir, 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

I beg  to  inform  you  that  Air.  A.  B.  Kerr,  M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M.,  Assistant  Veterinary  Officer,  made  an  inspection  of 
the  cows  on  the  three  registered  farms  in  your  district  on  June 
5th,  in  company  with  your  Sanitary  Inspector  Mr.  Greenwood. 

Air.  Kerr  examined  53  cows,  and  reports  that  their  health 
is  satisfactory.  One  sample  of  milk  was  taken  by  me  a few  weeks 
previously  from  a thin  cow  on  one  of  the  farms,  which,  however, 
proved  to  be  negative  to  tuberculosis.  The  cow  in  question, 
which  was  newly  purchased,  is  now  improving. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  genera]  standard  of  cleanli- 
ness, usual  in  Heckmondwike,  is  being  well  maintained. 

Amours  faithfullv, 

D.  S.  RABAGLIATI, 

Chief  Veterinary  Officer. 
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Veterinary  Department, 

County  Hall, 

" Wakefield, 

26th  October,  1929. 

Dear  Sir 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

I beg  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  A.  B.  Kerr,  M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M.,  Assistant  Veterinary  Officer,  made  an  inspection  of 
the  cows  on  the  three  registered  milk  producers’  premises  in 
your  district  on  September  23rd,  accompanied  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Greenwood. 

Mr.  Kerr  examined  53  cows,  but  did  not  find  it  necessary 
to  take  any  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriologicaal  examination. 
He  reports  that  the  health  of  the  cows  was  found  to  be  good, 
and  that  the  general  conditions  were  satisfactory  at  the  time  of 
his  visit. 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  S.  RABAGLTATI, 

Chief  Veterinary  Officer. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Heckmondwike  Urban  District  Council. 

(b)  Meat,  etc. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  Meat  and  Markets  Inspector.  He 
reports  monthly  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  upon  his  work  as 
Meat  Inspector.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has,  on  various 
occasions  during  the  year,  examined  carcases  and  organs  in 
slaughter-houses  when  doubt  arose  as  to  whether  there  was 
disease  or  otherwise. 

MEAT  REGULATIONS. 

Slaughter-houses. 

Total  number  of  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  5 

Registered  4 

Licensed  1 

Total  number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  332 

Number  of  Regular  Notices  of  Slaughter  received  54 

Lumber  of  Occasional  Notices  of  Slaughter  received  650 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Animals  Slaughtered. 

Carcases  Inspected. 

Cattle 

...  922 

916 

Sheep 

...  2716 

2609 

Swine 

...  1173 

1132 

Other  (Calves) 

65 

61 

4876 

4718 
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MEAT  INSPECTION— SUMMARY  OF  UNSOUND  MEAT 

SURRENDERED. 


Lbs. 

Forequarter  of  Beast. 

Tuberculosis 

230 

9 Beasts’  Livers. 

Parasitic 

148 

14  Beasts’  Lungs. 

Tuberculosis 

125 

— Beasts’  Offal. 

Tuberculosis 

28 

11  Sheep’s  Livers. 

Parasitic 

17 

10  Carcases  and  Offal  of  Pigs. 
Heads,  Livers,  Lungs,  etc.,  of 

Tuberculosis 

1115 

35  Pigs. 

6 Pigs’  Livers. 

Tuberculosis 

629 

Cirrhosis 

29 

2321 

11  Babbits. 

20 

4 Tins  Pressed  Beef. 

4 

2345 

T.  cwt.  qr. 

lbs. 

Total  Weight  of  Unsound  Food  destroyed  ...  1 0 3 
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During  the  year  an  applicat 

ion  Avas  made  by  the 

local 

Butchers’  Association  to  the  Council  that  all  meat  condemned 
by  the  Local  Authority  in  Heckmondwike  should  be  handed 
OA^er  to  the  butchers  to  be  converted  into  non-edible  products  and 
sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Butchers’  Association. 


The  Council  refused  the  application  on  the  advice  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector.  By  doing  so 
the  Council  took  the  action  which  some  years  preAuously  was,  in 
fact,  advocated  by  the  butchers  themselves  through  their  Asso- 
ciation. According  to  a report  in  the  local  Press  of  February  1st, 
1930,  the  Vice-President  of  the  DeAVsbury  Butchers’  Association, 
which  includes  Heckmondwike,  said  at  the  annual  dinner:  “If 
they  could  get  the  authorities  round  to  their  point  of  view  it 
would  put  thousands  of  pounds  into  the  hands  of  butchers.” 


(c)  Adulteration,  etc.  Samples  are  taken  by  the  West  Bid- 
ing County  Council  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector. 


(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food.  Up 

to  the  present,  no  laboratory  work  of  this  nature  has  been  under- 
taken directly  on  behalf  of  the  Council,  the  County  Council,  as 
previously  explained,  acting  in  the  Heckmondwike  area 


PREVALENCE  OP,  AND  CONTROL  OYER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1929. 
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Smallpox.  This  disease  was  in  evidence  to  a large  extent 
throughout  the  West  Riding,  but  Heckmondwike  was  fortunate. 
Only  one  case  was  notified  during  1929,  the  date  being  Decem- 
ber 6th.  The  patient  was  a female  mill  worker,  aged  17,  who 
was  infected  in  a neighbouring  town,  where  she  had  visited  a 
house  in  which  there  was  a case  of  smallpox.  The  usual  precau- 
tions were  taken,  with  apparently  satisfactory  results. 

On  many  occasions  contacts  of  smallpox,  being  Heckmond- 
wike residents,  were  kept  under  observation  for  periods  of  16 
days  in  each  case,  and  a number  of  persons  were  vaccinated  by 
their  own  doctors  or  the  Public  Vaccinator.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Greenwood,  was  very  assiduous  in  supervising 
contacts,  put  in  many  hours  of  duty  in  this  connection,  and  paid 
1,169  domiciliary  visits  on  smallpox  alone. 


Measles.  Two  hundred  and  sixty -one  cases  were  made 
known,  chiefly  through  the  agency  of  the  School  Nurse,  Teachers 
and  Attendance  Officer.  There  were  doubtless  others  which  were 
unknown.  The  type  of  disease  was  not  severe,  and  only  one 
death  took  place.  It  is  regrettable  that  mothers,  and  the  public 
generally,  still  look  upon  measles  as  a trifling  disease.  Actually, 
as  has  been  pointed  out  many  times  previously,  it  is  the  cause 
of  more  deaths  throughout  this  country  than  any  other  infectious 
disease.  Each  house  where  measles  was  known  to  exist  was 
visited  by  the  Health  Visitor,  appropriate  advice  given,  and  suit- 
able literature  distributed.  It  was  not  necessary  for  hospital  pro- 
vision for  complicated  cases  to  be  made  use  of.  Such  is  in  exist- 
ence now  under  the  new  arrangement  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


Acute  Primary  or  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  was  certified 
to  be  the  cause  of  one  death  only  (acute  influenzal  pneumonia). 
The  Registrar- General  credits  Heckmondwike  with  14  deaths 
from  pneumonia  and  8 from  influenza.  The  regulations  respect- 
ing notification  of  the  types  of  pneumonia  are  not  generally 
observed  by  practitioners  here  as  elsewhere.  Where  notified,  the 
home  is  visited,  suitable  advice  verbally  and  by  printed  leaflet 
is  offered,  and  removal  to  hospital  is  available.  In  no  instance 
has  the  latter  been  accepted.  Having  regard  to  the  conditions 
under  which  it  is  common  to  find  patients  being  nursed,  it  is 
a source  of  wronder  how  so  many  recover. 
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Diphtheria  was  notified  on  one  occasion  only.  The  patient 
recovered.  To  have  only  three  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the 
last  four  years  in  a busy  industrial  area  such  as  Heckmondwike 
causes  gratification.  The  remarks  made  last  year  may  again 
be  quoted: — “ Strict  supervision  is  kept  over  scholars  in  the 
elementary  schools  with  frequent  throat  swabbings  where  such 
appear  desirable.  Probably  this  has  no  small  influence  in  the 
matter,  but,  doubtless,  there  are  other  factors  unknown  for 
which  allowance  must  be  made.  Whatever  the  cause,  the  facts 
are  very  pleasing.  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  by  the 
Council  to  medical  practitioners  on  request,  free  of  charge/’ 

Erysipelas  was  notified  three  times,  all  recovered. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  notified  35  times,  but  the  Registrar- 
General  credits  Heckmondwike  with  38  notifications.  Two  of 
these  were  children  who,  whilst  living  away  from  Heckmond- 
wike, contracted  the  disease  and  died  away  from  the  town. 
Two  others  died  in  the  local  isolation  hospital  after  being 
removed  there  from  Heckmondwike.  There  is  a slight  discrep- 
ancy between  the  figures,  local  and  central.  Frequent  visits 
were  made  to  the  schools  with  the  object  of  discovering  any 
missed  cases,  but  without  success. 

Enteric  Fever  as  such  was  not  notified,  but  two  cases  of 
paratyphoid  fever  B were.  The  two  patients  w^ere  young  adults. 
The  male  was  probably  infected  through  eating  mussels 
gathered  near  the  opening  of  the  sewage  outfall  at  a seaside 
resort,  and  the  female  through  eating  polluted  food  in  another 
Yorkshire  town,  where  she  had  been  staying  during  the  period 
of  incubation.  Both  recovered. 

Puerperal  Fever  was  notified  once.  The  patient  was  con- 
fined at  home,  being  attended  by  a certified  midwife  and 
medical  practitioner.  She  was  removed  to  hospital,  but  died 
after  two  days  there,  being  five  days  after  the  birth  of  the  child. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  notified  twice.  One  patient  was  con- 
fined in  the  Heckmondwike  Maternity  Home  and  removed  from 
there  to  hospital.  The  other  was  confined  at  home  and 
removed  to  hospital.  Both  recovered. 

Poliomyelitis  was  notified  once.  The  patient  was  a male 
child,  aged  two.  He  recovered,  but  the  illness  was  followed  by 
partial  paralysis  of  one  leg. 
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Facilities  are  provided  at  the  County  Council  Laboratories, 
Wakefield,  for  the  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological 
specimens.  The  figures  for  the  year  1929  are:  Widal  6,  Sputa 
5,  Diphtheria  9,  Ringworm  3 ; a total  of  23. 

Contacts  are  searched  for  in  school  or  at  home  when  neces- 
sary. Isolation  is  possible  at  the  Dewsbury  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital.  Disinfection  is  done  by  the  Council’s  disinfecting 
staff  in  the  homes,  and  at  the  Batley  Disinfecting  Station,  where 
a modern  steam  apparatus  is  installed.  Where  the  latter 
process  is  necessary  payment  is  made  by  the  Heckmondwike 
Council. 


Influenza  was  not  prevalent  to  an  extent  calling  for  unusual 
notice,  the  few  cases  being  sporadic. 

Eight  deaths  were  attributed  to  the  disease,  but  it  is  doubt- 
ful if  they  were  all  typical. 

So  far  as  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  aware,  no  use  has 
officiallv  been  made  of  the  tests  known  as  the  Schick  and  Dick 
tests  in  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  respectively  or  of  the 
recently  developed  artificial  methods  of  immunisation  against 
these  diseases,  but  serum  treatment  has  been  tried  in  several 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  by  general  practitioners,  who  have  reported 
favourably. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  did  not  vaccinate  or 
re-vaccinate  any  smallpox  contacts  under  the  Public  Health 
(Small  Pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

Non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  become  known  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  principally  through  the  agency  of 
Head  Teachers  and  the  School  Attendance  Officer.  Such  cases 
are  visited  at  home  by  the  School  Nurse,  whose  services  have 
been  previously  referred  to.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
not  School  Medical  Officer. 
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Prevention  of  Blindness. — No  action  has  been  taken  under 
Section  66,  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  for  the  prevention  of  blind- 
ness or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease 
or  injury  to  the  eyes,  the  local  facilities  appearing  to  be  suffi- 
cient. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Year. 

CASES. 

Vision 

Unim- 

paired. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blind- 

ness. 

Death. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

1929 

2 

None 

2 

o 

None 

None 

None 

Total 

1914 

to 

1928 

52 

48 

2 

1 

49 

1 

. 

None 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS  IN  HECKMONDWIKE,  1929 


Age  periods. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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— 

15 
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— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

2 

o 
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— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

25 

1 

3 
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— 

1 
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— 

— 

35 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— 
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— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 



— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— * 

— 

— • 

Totals  ... 

6 

r* 

/ 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  relationship  between  date  of 
notification  and  date  of  death  of  all  persons  in  Heckmondwike 
who  were  certified  to  have  died  from  Tuberculosis  between  January 
1st,  1913,  and  December  31  st,  1929.  It  is  a guide  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  requirements  as  to  notification  of  Tuberculosis  are  observed 
by  medical  practitioners.  None  of  the  four  fatal  cases  in  1929  were 
notified  before  death  : — 


Death  before  notification 

15 

Death 

6 

months 

after 

2 

Death  1 month  or  under 

Death 

7 

months 

after 

2 

after  notification 

1 1 

Death 

8 

months 

after 

...  Nil. 

Death  2 months  after  ... 

4 

Death 

9 

months 

after 

1 

Death  3 months  after  ... 

1 

Death 

10 

months 

after 

2 

Death  4 months  after  ... 

7 

Death 

11 

months 

after 

...  Nil. 

Death  5 months  after  ... 

3 

Death 

12 

months 

and 

over  1 9 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  Tuber- 
culosis deaths  during  1929  was  100  per  cent. 

The  Regulations  respecting  notification  of  Tuberculosis  are 
not  strictly  observed  by  practitioners,  as  the  table  shows  The 
County  Council  is  the  Authority  for  the  treatment  of  the  disease. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  or  called  for  under  these  Regulations 
during  1929. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  62. 

This  section  refers  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of 
infectious  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  The 
West  Riding  County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  persons  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis.  There  are  cases  where  such  is  very  desirable, 
though  not  provided,  partly  because  there  are  not  sufficient  beds 
available  and  partly  because  Tubercular  patients  often  refuse 
hospital  treatment. 

All  the  adoptive  portions  of  this  Act  would  be  useful  if  in 
force  in  Heckmondwdke,  and  the  recommendation  that  such  be 
considered  is  again  made. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 
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CO 
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CO 

00 

-r 

Year. 
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1921 

to 
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The  Beats  for  the  Bairns  Fund,  founded  several  years  since 
and  administered  under  the  authority  of  the  Council  through 
voluntary  subscriptions,  has  provided  Heckmondwike  children 
during  1929  with  237  pairs  of  boots,  25  pairs  of  clogs,  348  pairs 
of  stockings,  and  11  other  garments. 


In  conclusion,  it  is  a source  of  gratification  to  express 
thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  courtesy  extended 
to  me  on  all  occasions,  and  to  my  colleagues,  the  officials,  in 
the  various  departments. 

Much  assistance  has  been  given  by  the  Health  Visitor, 
Sister  Shorter,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Greenwood,  for 
which  acknowledgment  is  here  made. 


May,  1930. 


G.  H.  PEABCE,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


